We will analyze the causes of the Cold War.

Concept Development

The Cold War was a time of hostility between the United States and the Soviet Union
(USSR) without warfare.

CFU
Describe one of the country that was involved in the cold war.
• Allies
• Size
• Closeness
• Other countries around them
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We will analyze the causes of the Cold War.

Concept Development

The Cold War was a time of hostility between the United States and the Soviet Union (USSR)
without warfare.
►
The Cold War lasted from the end of World War II in 1945 until the collapse2 of the
Soviet Union in 1991.
►
Ideological differences and security concerns were the primary causes of tension
between these two former allies3.
United States
Ideological
Differences
(beliefs)

Security
Concerns
(threats)

Soviet Union

Capitalist
(exchange goods for money)

Communist
(distribute goods equally)

Democratic
(people vote for laws)

Totalitarian
(central control by the
government)

expansion of communism

invasion from Europe

CFU
Which sentence is an example of Capitalism? Explain.
A A family paying for eggs at the market.
B All families receive a coupon for two dozen of eggs.
C A family likes to eat eggs for breakfast.
Which sentence is an example of Communism? Explain.
A A family paying for eggs at the market.
B All families receive a coupon for two dozen of eggs.

C A family likes to eat eggs for breakfast.
How did the United States and Soviet Union differed in their security concerns during
the Cold War? Explain.
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Skill Development/ Guided Practice

Scan the Graphic Organizer to determine3 information needed.
Read the text carefully. (or use text book)
Identify the ideological differences. (underline)
Identity the security concerns. (double underline)
Complete the graphic organizer (use your own words)

Event

Ideological Differences

Security Concerns

Russian
Revolution
of 1917

1The

origins of the Cold War go back to the end of World War I and the Russian

Revolution of 1917. 2The Revolution overthrew the Russian monarchy and created the
Soviet Union as the world’s first communist country. 3The United States became
concerned about the Soviet Union’s embrace of communism.
4During

the Russian Revolution the United States sent American troops into Russia to

help fight against the communist revolutionaries. 5This intervention was unsuccessful
and continued as a source of tension between the Soviet Union and the United States

throughout the Cold War.
Event

Ideological Differences

Security Concerns

World War II

6During

World War II the United States and the Soviet Union were allies but were

distrustful of each other. 7This mistrust continued in how the allies planned to keep
Europe safe after the war. 8Each country had its own ideas on how to keep the peace
after the war, and this was shown in each country’s plan for the future. 9Russia had a
history of being invaded from the West and they were worried this would happen again
unless the USSR could create a buffer zone of friendly countries in Eastern Europe.

10The

US wanted countries to establish US-style democratic governments with capitalist
economies.
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Skill Development/ Guided Practice

Scan the Graphic Organizer to determine3 information needed.
Read the text carefully. (or use text book)
Identify the ideological differences. (underline)
Identity the security concerns. (double underline)
Complete the graphic organizer (use your own words)

Event

Ideological Differences

Security Concerns

Yalta
Conference

11In

1945 during the Yalta Conference, Germany was divided. While the USSR and the

US agreed on the partition of Germany, they both wanted more out of these
negotiations.
12The

US needed Soviet support in the war against Japan, and the USSR wanted a

Soviet bloc of influence in Eastern Europe. 13The Soviet security concerns were not the
only tensions at Yalta. 14The US felt that the USSR wanted to export communism to other
countries and argued for a democratic solution. 15In 1945, the Soviet Union installed a
pro-Soviet government in Poland, breaking an agreement made at Yalta.
Event

Ideological Differences

Security Concerns

Potsdam
Conference

16During

the Potsdam Conference, also held in 1945, the West officially recognized the

communist government in Poland. 17The USSR had already installed Communist
governments in many central European countries, and the Western leaders were

suspicious of their future plans to expand communism into Europe. 18On the other
hand, the USSR still felt threatened by a possible invasion from the West .

19These

early

events of the Cold War helped the US and the USSR establish a culture of mistrust and
aggressive policies that would lead to later events such as the Korean War, the
Vietnam Conflict, and the Cuban Missile Crisis.
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Closure

Skill Closure
Summarize the causes of the Cold War.
Use your Graphic Organizer.

Security Concerns

Ideological Differences

Event

Russian
Revolution
of 1917

World War II

• Soviet Union
became
communist
country.

• Both
countries
had different
opinions on
how to keep
peace.
• USA wanted
democracy
and
capitalism.

• USA troops
went to
Russia to
fight against
Communism

• USSR was
afraid of
being
invaded.
• USSR wanted
buffer zones.

Yalta Conference

Potsdam
Conference

• US concerned
that Russia
wanted to
expand
Communism.
• USSR installed
friendly
government in
Poland

• USSR continued
to install
Communist
governments
• Western
governments
were very
suspicious

• US wanted help
on war against
Japan
• USSR wanted to
influence
Eastern Europe

• USSR continued
to feel
threatened
• A culture of
mistrust and
aggressive
policies from
both sides
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Closure

Concept Closure
Why would direct warfare between the US and the USSR not be part of
the Cold War?

Summary Closure
What did you learn today about analyzing the causes of the Cold War?
Word Bank
► Ideological
Differences
► Security Concerns
► Capitalism
► Communism
► Democracy
► Totalitarianism
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Independent Practice

Answer Questions.
1 In what ways did the Russian Revolution lead to the Cold War?

2 Describe the events at Yalta and Potsdam that helped lead to the Cold War?

Which of the following statements about the Cold War are true?
Explain your answers.
1 The Cold War was characterized by large battles between
the United States and the Soviet Union.

Yes

No

2 The Cold War was an ideological struggle between the
United States and the Soviet Union.

Yes

No

3 The United States wanted communist states in Eastern
Europe as a buffer against Soviet invasion.

Yes

No

4 The Cold War was characterized by mistrust that led to
conflict and mutual hostilities.

Yes

No
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